
 

 

BLUEWATER QUILTERS’ GUILD 

NEWSLETTER 
Website: www.bluewaterquiltersguild.ca 

Pauline’s Place - 769 2nd Ave East, Owen Sound 

APRIL 2021 

Guild Meeting Dates 
 

May10, 2021 
June 21, 2021 

No meeting in July 
August 16, 2021 

 

Please mark these dates on 
your calendar! 

 
Guild meetings are held on the 

third Monday of the month, 
except May and December  

 
Virtual Meetings at 7 pm 

Email 
bluewaterquilters@gmail.com 

Mailing Address  

769 2nd Ave East,  
Owen Sound, N4K 2G9 

 
Treasurer Marnie 

McDonough’s mailing 
address: 

113 Kingston Beach Rd. 
Annan ON, N0H 1B0 

 

 

 

Remember… 

 Please support our advertisers 

 Changes to your email? We need 
to know! 

 Email newsletters save $$, please 
use your email address 

 

Deadline for the next newsletter   
April 25, 2021 

Send information to 
bluewaterquilters@gmail.com 

 

 

 
 

“Virtual Meetings” 
April 19, 2021 

 

Zoom details will follow 

Free pattern “Craft and Fabric Links” 

 

“Behind the Seams” with Peter Byrne 

Peter is a published, international, award winning modern 

quilter and teacher. Peter’s strength is in maintaining a fresh 
approach to quilting and he will share new techniques he has 
learned with us. Peter loves ruler work and filling negative 
space on his quilts with complex patterns.  

More information about Peter can be found at on Facebook under Peter Byrne, 
or his website at www.peterbquilts.com or Instagram @petersquilts & 
@hoverquilting. 

Highlights of the March Meeting 

 Kellie Kaczmarek, of Silly Moon Quilting Co explained her journey with using then 
manufacturing machine quilting rulers for domestic and long arm machines. Her 
website at https://sillymoonquiltingco.ca/   

Wanted:  YOU 
It’s time to recruit for the Guild Executive for 2021/22!  

We are currently in need of a few more people. 
Vice President 
A beaut of a position for fun and frolicking! You would assist the President, Catherine 
Petch, lend a hand as needed for others (eg being secretary if needed), help with the 
budget and eventually succeed to the big chair of President. 

Program 
This is a committee of 6 to share the workload. If you ever wanted to book a certain 
quilter, here’s your chance! Want to run a mystery quilt – go for it! Like to play with Sew 
Days – it’s all yours. There’s no excuse that you live too far away or go to Florida now 
that we have Zoom.  Help us out with your creativity! 

Zoom 
We would love to have a temporary person to help us out with scheduling Zoom and 
sending out the invitation emails. You don’t have to host every single meeting, just be the 
co-ordinator.  Zoom is easy to use, we just need someone with good organizational skills! 
Contact Karen Murray to volunteer-  krmurray98@gmail.com 

http://www.bluewaterquiltersguild.ca/
mailto:bluewaterquilters@gmail.com
mailto:bluewaterquilters@gmail.com
http://www.peterbquilts.com/
https://sillymoonquiltingco.ca/


PROGRAM COMMITTEE  
 

Upcoming Guild Meetings:  
 May – “My Journey to Modern Quilting” with Kathleen O’Flaherty 
 June – Annual General Meeting, Viewers’ Choice Competition of Clue Challenge and Think Pink quilts 
 July – Summer Break 
 August – “Creating with Colour” with Jennifer Holden  

Show and Share - Back by popular demand!  
Show and Share will once again be a part of our monthly meetings.  

 A Power Point will be created to show case your quilting masterpieces. Send pictures of your quilting 
projects to Catherine at petchcatherine@gmail.com no later than Sunday, April 18th to ensure that they will 
be included in the presentation. You will be asked to talk about your quilts during the meeting.  If you are not 
going to be able to attend the meeting via zoom please include information about the quilt, i.e. designer, 
name of pattern, who quilted it etc.in your email with the pictures.   

Activities: 
 “Sew Sisters” meet every other Wednesday evening at 6:30pm via Zoom. For more information on this 

Club, contact Catherine at petchcatherine@gmail.com 
 Zoom Coffee Hour meets the last Thursday of the month at 1:30pm. The next Coffee Hour will be on April 

29th. Stay tuned for possible topics for discussion or demonstration. 
 Scrap Busters Club – Meets every other Saturday at 1:00-3:00pm to share projects and ideas on how to 

use up your leftover material scraps. Next one will be April 17th.  
 Bluewater Quilter’s Sew Days: Sew Days via Zoom have been planned for every other Tuesday to the end 

of March. A decision regarding continuation of Sew Days will be announced at the April Guild meeting. 
 
YOU WILL RECEIVE AN EMAIL A FEW DAYS IN ADVANCE OF THE ACTIVITIES/MEETINGS WITH THE ZOOM LINK. 
BE SURE TO CHECK THE LINK AS YOUR ZOOM APP NEEDS TO BE UPDATED REGULARLY. 

 
Committee Contact:  Catherine Petch at petchcatherine@gmail.com 

Guild Challenges/Projects

 

Block of the Month (BOM) 

All of the blocks can be put together to make a sampler quilt of “Biblical Blocks” from 
Rosemary Machan’s Biblical Block Quilt. You can choose to make your blocks with 
coordinated fabric or use up some of your scraps. If you choose to use scraps, you might 
want to pick one fabric (key or feature fabric) that you use consistently throughout the 
blocks that will tie them all together. 

 Instructions for this block were sent out via email late in March. The next block will be 
sent out after the April Guild meeting.  

 If you need a print contact Louise Lipsett at rllipsett@outlook.com or 519-376-6722  2nd Month” - “Heavenly 
Problems 

Block of the Month- International Quilt Block Story June Sparling 

There is quite a story behind the search for Block of the Month. I saw the Tree of Life Quilt on the Nolting Web site. The 
Program Committee chose it, to use for our B of T Month. I contacted the person, who said she had just done the long arm 
quilting. She gave me the name of the quilter who had made it. Ria sent the pattern to me. It turned out to be in 6 issues of a 
Dutch magazine, as a result, no English and in centimetres.  

My granddaughter, who lives in Montreal, went online and was able to translate it for me. It had been used for Beginner’s 
quilting and was from a book by Rosemary Machan, a Canadian. Our Guild had taken an Applique workshop with her, about 
25 years ago. Catherine found a copy on Amazon and purchased it. Both patterns were 9“ blocks. The book used border prints 
and as Jenny Doan says, was made with ‘archaic templates’.   

I have drafted and converted blocks to 12” ones. I am using more current techniques and I think much easier to make .I was 
not pleased with the 1st entry that I gave you. You will find the 2nd one, much better and was created by my daughter, Eleanor, 
who has the knowledge and a program to do it. Not a quilter yet but she enjoyed doing it on the computer ahead of sewing 
one. Hopefully along with our members, she will all give it a try, and learn something new. It isn’t too late to participate. Let 
Louise know if you are interested.   

mailto:petchcatherine@gmail.com
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World Wide Quilting Day Sew Along  

On March 20th, 24 ladies logged into Zoom to celebrate World Wide Quilting Day. The program began 
with Carol Seaman telling us about the beginnings of our Bluewater Guild.  One of the first 
workshops offered by the guild was creating an Around the World Quilt – the same pattern that many 
of us worked on during the morning. Carol's presentation was recorded and will be made available to 
guild members at a later date. In the afternoon, the challenge was to make a 12 ½ “quilt block to 

demonstrate what Covid means to us. Scott Dunn from the Sun Times also joined us to interview some of our members for 
an article he was writing for the newspaper on our day of activities. Prizes were given out during the day and the following 
people were the lucky winners – Marilyn Perkins, Debi Gill, Marilyn Brocklebank, Kim Clark, Carol Craig, Lori Duggan, Anne 
Roi, Suz Warkentin, JoAnne Dewhurst, Janet Price, Marnie McDonough. The planning committee extends a big thank you to 
everyone who contributed prizes for the day as well as to both Shoppers Drug Mart's in Owen Sound. 

The table toppers and Covid quilt will be displayed at the Artist’s Co-op in the fall as a way of showing off our work.  

Covid Blocks  

 Please choose a light color for the backing of your block and write/embroider your name and the significance of the block 
on the backing. The blocks should be no more than 121/

2” or 13” unfinished and a margin of 11/
2” to 2''  with no writing left 

on all sides of the back to allow for sizing of the block.  

Completed Covid blocks  

 Your block can be dropped off at Debi Gil's - leave in her mailbox at the road or put on the front porch. Debi's address is 
396 Balmy Beach Road, RR #2, Owen Sound, N4K 5N4.  
OR Blocks can also be left in the mailbox at Kim Clark's. Kim's address is 696 4th Avenue East.  

 Blocks could be mailed to Debi at the address above.  

 Deadline for Blocks - We ask that you have your blocks completed and to Debi no later than the end of May, giving Debi 
lots of time to put the quilt together before the weather gets too warm.  

Table Toppers  

 These will need to be completed and dropped off at Pauline's Place, Kim's or Debi's by the middle of August for inclusion 
in the display at the Artists Co-op in the fall.  

 Please include your name with your table topper so that you can be identified as the creator in the display at the co-op. 
Dates and times for drop off at Pauline's Place will be determined at a later date and will be included in the newsletter and 
on our Facebook page.  

Any questions regarding the Covid Blocks or Table Toppers can be directed to Carol Seaman, Debi Gill, Louise Lipsett or 
Catherine Petch. 

Just in case you missed it… a good article in the Owen Sound Sun Times about International Quilt Day and our Guild on March 20th 

 https://www.owensoundsuntimes.com/news/local-news/covid-on-quilters-minds-while-they-make-a-group-keepsake 

Editor’s Note: Have you moved? Changed your address or phone number?  Changed your email address? 
It is important that you notify us. Please send an email to bluewaterquilters@gmail.com 

mailto:bluewaterquilters@gmail.com


  

COMMUNITY QUILTS   

When I first joined the Guild in Sept. of 2018 I walked into the Bayshore and the room was buzzing with ladies visiting and 
catching up after a long summer. I sat down and waited for the meeting to begin. At first I thought I walked into the Weight 
watchers or Over Eaters Anonymous meeting because the speeches were filled with references to food. Jelly rolls, layer cakes 
but then geese apparently were flying along with UFO’s, references to fat quarters came up and I thought come on! There 
were no jelly rolls in sight at the meeting though and I was disappointed. It truly was a new language. I knew nothing about 
quilting. I took lessons and embraced the new vocabulary. I still struggle with that. After a year of Covid lockdowns though I 
might have to start the WW meetings on Zoom. 

 Since our last newsletter in March we have donated 20 more quilts to the Oncology Dept. at the Owen Sound Regional 
Hospital to match the 20 quilts we also donated at the end of February. If the Oncology Dept. asks for another 20 lap quilts 
in April we will be completely out of lap quilts. If you are looking for a project we desperately need male oriented lap quilts 
and gender neutral lap quilts. I know you prefer to make quilts for females but half the oncology patients are actually male. 
Preferred size is 40”-50” inches wide and 50”-60” inches long. Don’t make them longer than 60 as they can trip over them 
when getting up off the treatment chair. 

 15 baby quilts to the Owen Sound Pregnancy Crisis Centre who are suddenly finding a lot of new clients.  If you prefer to 
make baby quilts then please make them gender neutral or male oriented quilts as we have a good supply of baby girl 
quilts. Not too small or they can only be used for 2-3 months before they hit a growth spurt and their feet are sticking out 
of the bottom of the quilt. Some of those “little” darlings are 20 inches long at birth so a 27 inch long quilt just isn’t going 
to work. 

 NO more pieced tops waiting to be quilted for the moment please. Our UFO list was whittled down to something where I 
could see the light at the end of the tunnel but then quite a few came in and we have NO ONE willing to finish your UFO 
(another word I had to learn). Please find someone in the guild to finish your quilt. Then you will owe them big time. 

It has been a record breaking year. Take a Bow Ladies. Look what you have done for your Community. 
Fire Victims 17 
Crisis Family 2 
Oncology 97 (6 from Kincardine Guild) 
Southern Aboriginal Health 10 
Participation Lodge 7 
NICU 28  
 

Keystone Healthy Baby 20 
Teen Mental Health 4Habitat for 
Humanity17 
Victim Services 10 
Keystone Teen Residential 5 
Chapman House 1  
Baby Love Baskets 24 

OS Pregnancy Centre 15 
Quilts of Valour 4 
Quilts for Vets 2 
United Way bags 200 
Pet Beds 74 
Sensory Quilts 32 
 

The Community Quilts Team  
Ellen Crymble crymble@bmts.com 519-371-1258, Jane Irvine jairvine46@gmail.com, Shirley Jarvis shirleyjj76@gmail.com 519-372-9372 
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Global Quilt Connections –  
All Star Virtual Sample Platter Event 

Come and enjoy a fantastic zoom classroom experience. Learn 
quilting techniques from some of the best teachers around. Come 
when you can and stay as long as you like. This event will be paid 
for by the Guild so there will be no cost to you.  

 Mark your calendars for Sat. May 22nd, 3 -6 pm and Sunday 
May 23rd, 3-6 pm. You will receive a zoom link and a PDF the 
week before the event.  

If you are interested in seeing the list of presenters ahead of time, 
go to Global Quilt Connection and click on “All Star Sampler 
Platter” 

Guild Notes 
 Membership List -The list is available. If you would 

like a copy emailed to you please send an email to 
bluewaterquilters@gmail.com 

 Next Executive meeting is on Monday April 12, 
2021 at 7pm on Zoom 

Special Thoughts  
If you know of anyone who should be sent a card from 
the Guild, please contact Shirley Jarvis 372-9372 or 
shirleyjj76@gmail.com 

Need Some “Zoom” Help …..Contact  

 Joy Johnson joyngarry@gmail.com  

 Suz Warkentin susawark@gmail.com  

 Catherine Petch petchcatherine@gmail.com 

 Kim Clark kimsfearnall@gmail.com 

For Sale - Nolting Longarm Quilting machine on a 10 ft. Grace 
frame.  Has a nice pantograph table and stylus.  Is in good 
working condition. Also has clamps so you can float your top as 
well as the batting.  All offers considered.  If interested, please call 
Ruth Gole at 519-376-0551. 

 

  
 

Pictures of Canada Packers Quilt 
Competition on the Facebook 
site for  OAAS  

(Ontario Association of 
Agricultural Societies)  

Some of you are very familiar with this Competition. This year the OAAS is celebrating 
175 years and has posted pictures of some of the award winning quilts.  

The process for selection is a quilt wins at an Ontario agricultural society fair, then 
district and then is judged at the annual convention. There are some names you will 
recognize!........ It is interesting to see how patterns, fabrics and styles have evolved.  

 
 

https://www.globalquiltconnection.com/
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Some YouTube Channels from Susan 

 for those moments before bed when you want to lose yourself in someone else’s projects.  

 Such A Pretty Fabric https://youtu.be/_awGCjQNfmo Free motion with Christina Johnston. Inspired to try FMQ and ruler 
work on your domestic?  

 https://youtu.be/OiWFeOnNaXk Thread Painted. Art quilting with Inktense colouring 

 https://youtu.be/SHCACD2w7IM Seder Quilts. Paola is a long arm quilter with a quirky sense of humour and some great 
tips. 

 https://youtu.be/l3GcHQoxrYA Need a break from quilting? Love Irish accents? Watch Patrick Ryan work magic with 
sourdough, or make Prosecco Trifle or fry doughnuts 

 https://youtu.be/8R2oux3d_rc Interviews with all kinds of British artisans, many of them textile artists (quilters who get 
paid big bucks). Laden with inspiration.  

 https://youtu.be/FpQARcvCt5Y Teresa DownUnder. Clear and simple tutorials on a plethora of quilt blocks. Here’s a 
half-rectangle block. 

 

  
 

Quilting Tips 

 Use a zipper foot to get an accurate seam allowance on curves..(normal foot too wide) 

 Taking pictures and changing them to B and W to check the tonal balance 

 Maintain your machine – nothing is more frustrating than a breakdown when you’re in the middle of sewing. Especially 

keep the bobbin case clean from lint – a quick brush and you’re right to continue. You can use a long pipe cleaner to get 

into all the nooks and crannies of your sewing machine and when done you can just toss it away. ( Fons & Porter). 

  

If you are planning to 
travel to a favourite quilt 
shop, remember to check 
their Website or Facebook 

page to see the current 
procedures and hours 

https://youtu.be/_awGCjQNfmo
https://youtu.be/OiWFeOnNaXk
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It’s the Bluewater Quilters Guild’s 
34th Anniversary 

 

The Bluewater Quilters Guild was formed in April 1987, by Sylvia Harvey, Noreen Smale and Carol Seaman.  By the time our 
1st Anniversary arrived, we had 32 members from Grey & Bruce Counties, meeting at Lee Manor to learn more about the art 
of Quilting.  Our first raffle quilt was a Clay’s Choice block pattern and we have successfully raffled several beautiful quilts 
since. 

An Open House in November 1988 and a Show & Sale in conjunction with the Owen Sound Fall Fair in 1990, saw a big 
increase in our membership and a wide variety of experienced quilters ready to share what they had learned.  Our meetings 
were interesting and informative.  A library was begun and is still an important feature for our members.  Our first books were 
donated from the Halton Quilters Guild in Oakville, where Noreen had been a member.  Our guild made several raffle quilts 
for the local Hospital Auxiliary and also made numerous crib quilts for the Women’s Centre and Salvation Army in Grey and 
Bruce Counties.  We once staged a Quilt-in at the Grey County Mall and put a Log Cabin Quilt together in a day – Cable TV 
did a short coverage of this activity. 

By 1992, we had outgrown Lee Manor’s auditorium and moved to our present location at the Bayshore Community Centre.  
Participation in a winter quilt show at the Bruce County Museum, kept members busy quilting.  Bev White organized a 
Challenge in conjunction with this show and soon quilters were creating quilts alongside potters, painters, photographers and 
many other craftsmen.  Our membership had reached 100 and we put on our first Quilt show for our 10th Anniversary - 
“Bedthreads and Other Masterpieces” was the name of our show for 10 years. 

On our 25th Anniversary in 2012, we had over 150 members and presented our Quilt Show “Quilts by the Bay”.  We are still 
creating beautiful quilts.  We have an enthusiastic Outreach group and we continue to make quilts for Community groups in 
Grey and Bruce Counties such. We look forward to yearly challenges for creating placemats for Meals on Wheels or Christmas 
Stockings for Children’s Aid.  We continue to learn new techniques and share these with guild members and the community. 

We want to Thank the women who have led our Guild over the last 25 years:  Sylvia Harvey, June Sparling, Isobelle 
Underwood, Carol Craig, Debbie Winn, Carol Seaman, Kim Allerton, Trudi Wiley, Janet Price, Diane McLean, Daphne Alleven, 
Carol Banks, Gladys Pennacchietti, Maria Beckberger, Sue Cole, Ann Sanders, Joanne Harris, Sharon Hayes, Ruthann 
Carson, Lera Ryan, Joy Johnson, Debi Gill, Judy Chalmers, Mary Gunson, Sue Benjamin, Mary Ellen McLean 
Theresa Stafford, Karen Murray and Kim Clark 

We look forward to the years ahead and what the Quilting industry will make available to us in the future.  We hope you have 
many fond memories of years gone by and enjoy the friendships made because you’re a member of the Bluewater Quilters 
Guild.    By Carol Seaman. 

Let’s admit it: 

We put “Made with Love” 

on our creations because 

“Made with Cursing, 2 trips 

to the Fabric Shop and Lots 

of Wine” just won’t  

fit on a cute little label. 

  
 

 

Quilt Canada is virtual for 2021 
Online June 16 – 19, 2021 

Registration opens on April 20, 2021 

Presentations, Challenges, Merchant Mall, Juried Show 
All from the comfort of your home. 

 



Are you interested in learning How to Quilt Using your Walking Foot? 

In collaboration with New Millennium Quilters Guild a virtual workshop, “Modern Quilting with your Walking Foot” 
with Melissa Marginet is being planned for a week day late in October based on the Melissa’s availability. This 
6-hour workshop will be brought to us from Beausejour, Manitoba via Zoom. 

The cost of this workshop is $25.00 per student based on a minimum of 16 participants. Additional participants 
can be added at an additional cost of $25.00 each up to a maximum of 24.  Bluewater Quilters’ Guild will be able 
to register a minimum of 8 students in this workshop. Based on expressed interest from members in both guilds, 
there should be no difficulty meeting the minimum requirement. If you have not yet indicated your interest in 
attending this workshop please contact Catherine at petchcatherine@gmail.com  . Payment will be required in 
advance. 

This workshop is based on Melissa’s book “Walking Foot Quilting Designs” and is recommended for the class. 
Information about this workshop can be found at Melissa’s website: www.melissamarginet.ca  

Below is a picture of the book and some examples of what you will learn during this workshop below: 

   
   

  

Something to save from June 
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